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been numbers vaccinated at their own expense. The first smallpox 
appeared here at the end of October, 1898, which focus came from 
Mexico, and persons broke out with smallpox one week or ten days 
after arrival here, but I discovered said cases about two weeks after the 
first was taken sick. Strange to say, there has been no more smallpox 
in that neighborhood. No more smallpox noticed until a man was found 
dead from it on December 5, on the opposite outskirts of the city, to where 
the cases of October occurred. December 6, found 3 children in suburbs ; 
infection came from a man who died. December 7, found man on streets 
who had come from Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, that morning in a skiff or 
boat. He was returned to Mexico that evening. Although search was 
continued for smallpox, none was discovered until December 19, and I 
inclose cases since that time with number of deaths since January"l, 
1899. 

Respectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon , U. S . M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Mobile , Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., January IS, 1899. . 
Sir : I have the honor to report that a colored male was sent to the 

pesthouse to-day, suffering with modified smallpox. The man has not 
been absent from the city for months and has had no known contact 
with previously known cases. He has lately been engaged in unloading 
cotton on the river, and fancies he may have contracted the disease from 
cotton shipped by infected persons There are a good many cases in 
Marengo County, but I have not definite information. Smallpox is 
reported as having existed for some time at Wautubbee, Clarke County, 
Miss., on the North Eastern Railroad, and near Enterprise, Clarke 
County, Miss., on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 

Respectfully, yours, R. D. Murray, 
Surgeon , U. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Nebraska City , Nebr. 

Nebraska City, Nebr., January 6, 1899. 
Sir : Since my writing a few days since the situation has not changed 

particularly. Two new families have become infected. Fifteen cases 
remain in hospital. Ten or eleven are quarantined in homes ; 3 cases in process of release. 

The city and county authorities are quite anxious over 10 or 12 fami- 
lies in the country around over whom neither county nor State can by law exercise much authority. It is feared they may reinfect the city. Vaccination and revaccination are not popular and not enforced. The 
school board thinks 85 per cent of school children are immune or vac- 
cinated. I advised waiting at least another week before reopening the 
schools, hoping to secure a few more children, though the board thinks 
it difficult to overcome the prejudice. There was a lull in the disease in 
October, but it broke out afresh in November. I have seen during and 
since December 13, 115 cases, mostly mild. I judge since July there 
may have been as many more previously. Can the Marine- Hospital Service advise us? 

Respectfully, S. R. Towne, 
Medical Inspector. 
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